Flathead County Weed/Parks/Recreation
MINUTES
Meeting of the Board of Directors
Meeting Date: November 4, 2019

Members of the Board in attendance:
Jim Buechle, Clyde Fisher, Jessica Treweek, Pete Woll, Lori Moran

Members of the Board not in attendance:
none

Also in attendance:
Jed Fisher, Superintendent; Gordon Jewett, Assistant Superintendent; Haily Hoff, Clerk

Others Present:
Gabe Dillon — Foy’s to Blacktail Trails

Call to Order
A meeting of the Board of Directors for Flathead County Weed, Parks & Recreation was held in the

conference room at 311 FFA Drive, Kalispell, Montana, on November 4, 2019. The meeting convened
at 8:30 AM, President Woll presiding.

Approval of Minutes
Minutes for the October 7, 2019, meeting of the Flathead County Weed, Parks & Recreation Board of
Directors were distributed to the members of the Board.

Jim Buechle moved to approve the October 7, 2019 Board minutes.
Jessica Treweek seconded the motion.
There being no discussion and all in favor — the motion was carried.

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Parks & Recreation Department Report

Superintendent Fisher informed the board that Derek Ford is interested in the possibility of pouring an
ice rink at Lake Hills Park in Bigfork. Parking could be problematic depending on the volume of use
but bears looking into. Mr. Fisher will follow up with him to see how he wants to proceed.

Martin City Park is in the midst of septic system failure issue. In the 1970’s, the Environmental Health
Department issued neighboring residents easement permits for a drain field to the ball field area of the
park. Martin City has no public water system and those agreements are still valid. Kate Cassidy of
Environmental Health ran a dye test and located the source of the problem. The renters in that residence
have been difficult to reach. This drain field will remain in the park after the septic systems is repaired.
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The plans for the real estate office building within the site expansion of Volunteer Park have been
changed at the Commissioner level. Initially Jed was directed from the Commissioners office to inform
Bruce Ennis that repurposing that building for a library would be an inappropriate use of the space.
Mike Pence and Randy Brodehl met with the board members of the West Shore Community Library on
October 11, 2019. The Parks Department learned of this meeting after it had taken place. Pence and
Brodehl were impressed by the WSCL Board’s volunteerism and financial support in the Lakeside
Community. After returning to the Courthouse following that meeting, Mike Pence and Randy Brodehl
shared the information with Pam Holmquist and Phil Mitchell. They too, were impressed in learning
what was reported and all three Commissioners are open to hearing from Bruce and Maggie about a
proposal regarding this potential change to their preliminary plan. Jim Buechle voiced his concerns
about maintenance of this building going forward. Jessica Treweek asked what their role is as a board in
matters such as these. They thought it unusual to be left out of the conversation entirely. Mrs. Treweek
would like to have a conversation with Commissioners about the purpose and responsibilities of the
Weed/Parks Board.

¢ Foys to Blacktail Trails Report — Gabe Dillon

Gabe Dillion handed out a brochure on the Foy’s Community Forest. Foy’s To Blacktail Trails has
created a self-guided walking tour of the Nature Loop and Family Trail. This educational tour is being
utilized by elementary schools and Journey to Wellness participants through the Summit. All of the
picnic tables have been stained. Flathead County Parks supplied the stain and Foy’s to Blacktail Trails
supplied the labor. This was an ongoing project and the tables took a lot of stain. The Trails Day in
October held approximately 50 volunteers. Participants helped install the Glacier interpretive sign on
the Notch Trail and pulled a truck load of spotted knapweed, houndstongue and Canada thistle. Kiosk
and boundary trail signage has been updated. Park users will now see signs directing them toward the
pavilion instead of the meadow. Approximately 220 volunteer hours of labor were recorded through
Foy’s to Blacktail Trails this year worth about $4,400 of labor. Mr. Dillon will update Jed and Gordie
over the winter on any potential projects in the future.

e Herron Park commercial bike tours use request — Kurt Schram

Jed received a special use permit from Kurt Schram with Whitefish Trail Shuttle, LLC. Mr. Schram is
interested in providing guided mountain biking tours through the Foy’s To Blacktail Trail system for
small groups throughout the season. Commercial use in parks has typically been denied in past years.
Jed will follow up with Kurt Schram on proposed dates.

Weed Department Report

Gordon Jewett reported that the weather has brought spraying operations to halt for the season.
Revegetation work is ongoing in needed areas of the rights-of-way. Minimal mowing remains to be done
and seasonal layoffs will continue through November.

Other Business

Jed Fisher informed the Board that Amanda and Sadie are doing an excellent in managing recreation
programs. There was a participant in men’s league basketball that had to be suspended for one year due
to repeated behavior issues.

Pete Woll reported that the first coordinated project between the Flathead County Weed District and the
Flathead Conservation District was a success. The weed workshop put on by Hailey Graf and Noel
Jinings served 55 landowners; 53 of those landowners were interested in returning for additional
workshops when offered in the future. Gabe Dillon added that he attended this event and received a lot
of positive feedback as well. The Conservation District is happy to be working cooperatively with the
Weed District in this capacity.
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Matters of the Board
There were no matters of the Board.

Adjourn
Jim Buechle moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:42AM.

Jessica Treweek seconded the motion.
There being no discussion and all in favor — the motion was carried.

Documents Submitted to the Board
Foy’s Community Forest Walking Tour brochure, published by Foy’s To Blacktail Trails.

Approved:
At ¢ ot 12/2 13
Pete Woll, Board President Date
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